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Landmarks  
By Paul Daffey  
April 9, 2005  
 
The A.F. Showers Pavilion, Windy Hill  
OPENED  
1939  
 
LOCATION  
The Showers stand, as it is commonly known, is at the Napier 
Street end, overlooking the forward pocket. Its position on the 
other side of the ground from Channel Seven's television cameras 
meant it featured strongly on footage from Windy Hill. The figure 
of Simon Madden, for example, rising above a pack at the Napier 
Street end would always feature the Showers stand as the 
backdrop.  
 
MAN OF HONOUR  
The stand was named after Arthur Showers, a local councillor for 
40 years and the Essendon Football Club treasurer for five years, 
from 1935 until his death in 1940 at the age of 71.  
 
ARCHITECT  
Harry Winbush lived in Fletcher Street, around the corner from 



Windy Hill, and, like Showers, was a prominent Essendon citizen. 
Around the time that he designed the Showers stand, he also 
designed the fire stations at Port Melbourne and East Kew. In 
1944, he became the head of the architecture school at RMIT.  
 
TOP DECO  
The Showers stand is loosely described as "art deco" in style. 
More specifically, it is considered a fine example of "streamline 
moderne" design. As with most art-deco buildings, it has a nautical 
appeal. If you look at the underside of the roof, which has been 
painted aqua, you could be excused for thinking you're in an 
upside-down swimming pool.  
 
STATE OF PLAY  
The upper tier, above the railing, has nine rows of wooden seats, 
while the lower tier had three rows of seats before they were 
removed. All those in the stand had a good view before Essendon 
moved its home games to the MCG in 1992. In recent times, the 
stand has been off-limits for safety reasons. The front of the stand 
has been patched up with unfortunate red bricks.  
 
SIGNIFICANCE  
The stand's design was unusual at sporting ovals between the wars. 
Melbourne's best example of a grandstand of art-deco styling is the 
1938 stand at Hawthorn's Glenferrie Oval.  
 
FLYING HIGH  
One of the greatest performances witnessed from the Showers 
stand was the duel between Essendon centre half-forward Paul 
Van Der Haar and his Hawthorn opponent Peter Knights in round 
11, 1978. The pair traded screamers before the Hawks emerged 
with a 29-point victory. Many fans linked Van Der Haar, who 
worked in the swimming-pool industry, with the Showers stand 
because of the Blue Sea Pools sign on its hoardings. For the 
record, Van Der Haar never worked for Blue Sea Pools.  
 
EARLY DAYS  
Prominent city architect Daryl Jackson was born in 1937, two 
years before the completion of the Showers stand, and grew up 
watching Essendon matches there with his grandmother, May 
Sanders. They would sit about halfway up the upper tier, as near as 
possible to the goalward side. Jackson continued this practice until 
leaving school, when he began a stint as a key defender in 
Essendon's under-19 and reserves teams. In those years, he was 
also an architecture student under Harry Winbush, for whom he 
did research.  
 



Besides his connection with the Showers stand, Jackson supports 
its architectural merit.  
 
"It's a very strong building," he said. "In its day, it was state of the 
art." Jackson was elected to the Essendon Football Club board late 
last year.  
 
If, as is possible, plans are soon presented that might jeopardise 
the Showers stand, he would speak against them.  
 
BIG PLANS  
As the Showers stand is not heritage-listed, Essendon expects little 
opposition from the ground's owner, Moonee Valley City Council, 
to its intention to begin $3 million renovations by the end of the 
year. Travis Auld, the football club's business operations manager, 
said plans are being drawn to extend the gym that is underneath 
the grandstand out towards the oval's fence. A floor of commercial 
offices would be added above the gym. Only the grandstand's back 
wall and two side walls are likely to remain. Auld said revelations 
of the plans in local newspapers have drawn no objections.  
 
OBJECTION  
Robin Grow, a football historian and the president of the Art Deco 
Society, said the stand's links with Harry Winbush add cachet to 
its architectural value. "I would be shocked and angered if they 
tore it down," Grow said. 

 
 


